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D-Sar Forum/M eeting thisWeek

D Sar Forum toAnswer Questions

New technology always seemsto peak our curiosity. Once peaked, we seemto turn our
heads|ikethe puppy who doesn’ t quite understand the noise or actionseminating froman
object new to us. Thiswasespecially evident at the D-Star Forum at the New Orleans
Hamfest last month.

Congdering theinterest inlearning more about thetechnol ogy availablelocaly, the JARC
will host aforum on Tuesday, November 17, -
7:00 PM at the Jefferson Amateur Radio
Clubfacility intheWally Pontiff Playground.
DaveKleinatland, the W5GAD D-Star ad-
ministrator will bethereto answer any ques-
tions on what the systemis, does, offers,
and some how to’son programming some
of theradiosavailable. Wemay dsobeable
to program some of thelcom D-Star radio’sthat you might have.

Comeby and enjoy acup of coffee and an eyeball Tuesday evening!

General Meeting OneWeek Early

The November genera meeting will be held oneweek early, Thursday, November 19to
accommodate the Thanksgiving holiday. The meeting will be at the JARC clubhouse at
7:30.

New Member

Thefollowing have applied for membership to the Jefferson ARC and will bevoted on at
thenext genera mesting.

Conrad Appell, 111, W5CHA, General, Metairie

Robert Bennet, pending call, Metairie
ChristmasParty Scheduled

Theannua JARC Christmas party has been scheduled for Sunday, December 13. It will
beginat 11:00AM and continuetill webeat Atlantal Wearegoingto bedoingthistailgate
styleat Rafael, W5BAI and Claudia's, LU3BAI/W5home. No pot luck thisyear! Weare
asking that interested members contact Rafadl or Claudiaand let them know how many will
beattending. Thecost is$15.00 per person. Wewill offer set upsbut if you carefor an
adult beverage you must bring your own. If you careto sharethat isfine but the JARC will
NOT supply anything alcoholic. Please RSV P nolater than November 30 so that we can
get enough food for everyone. Therewill be Bar B Queandal thefixins aswell asVegan
entrée’ sand awide screen for watching the Plucking of the Dirty Bird, AtlantaFalcons
during the party.

Itlooksto beagoodtime. Letshopethat our teamisstill undefeated for the party!
Member of the Year

Nominationsare being accepted for Member of theYear for the 2009 year. Remember,
Board membersarenot igiblefor thisaward. Please submit your nomination and abrief
statement asto why you are nominating themto ChrisVincent at woctv at arrl.net.

D-STAR

DIG/TRAL



Cub Scouts Get on theAir at Campout

The Jefferson ARC and Pearl River County ARC recently
teamed up to giveaham radio demonstration at the South-
east LouisianaCouncil’sannual Cub Scout Fall Encamp-
ment. Thiswasheld at Samen Scout Reservation near Kiln,
MS. Approximately 2700 scouts, siblingsand parentswere
inattendance and toured the two stations. The PCARC had
an emergency communicationstrailer set up at onesiteand
JARC had asolar powered station set up field day styleon
the other side of the campground. Thisallowed twice as
many of theyouth to sit at the radio and talk to each other
between thetwo stations.

Coordinated by Scouter and new JARC member Jeffrey
Coit, KA1USG thisdemonstration ishopefully thefirst of
many moreto come. Thereisusually acontingent of Scout-
ing hamsthat setsup for Jamboree On TheAir (JOTA) at
Camp Sdmen. However, thisisthefirst demoto reach such
alargeaudience of scoutsat onetime.

The stationswere met with great enthusiasm by the scouts
and their parents. Quiteafew asked what wasinvolvedin
getting licensed. With thisexposureand future planstowork
with the Boy Scoutsin earning the CommunicationsMerit
Badge, we should start hearing some younger voiceson the
air inthenot too distant future.

Special thanksgoto MikeVillarrubia, AESMW, Jeffrey
Coit, KA1USG, Keith Barnes, W5KB, John Britton,
KC5KWZ, Robert Bennet, call pending, and ChrisVincent
WS5CTV who represented JARC.

Top, The JARC
station. Notice the
solar panel in the
foreground. Weran
a green station to
demonstrate setfi ng ¢

outside power. ;
Middle and bot- |

their hand at making
acontact with the other station onthe
other side of camp. We also madea
contact withagtationinItaly. :
Right, Keithtellstheboysabout the S5
sationwhileMikeassgtsascoutdur- | R EESSTEE
ingaQSo. AhA —~ (., .. %
Bottom, Robert studieshard for his £ . =" S
Technicianlicense.
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A, B, C’sof Dx
Fundamentalsof theArt of DXing
by: Don Boudreau, W5FK X

This month’s excerpt is the continuation on tuning
that ran last month.
TuningTips

Hereareafew tipson how and whentotune, dongwitha
brief discussonabout DX Netsand“ List” operations andsome
suggestionsfor tweskingwesk sgnas.

Fird, therearetwo categoriesof tuning: genera tuning, in
whichnoparticular DX gationisinmind; and selectivetuning,
inwhichoneisin pursuit of aparticular sation, entity, mode-
counter, or band-counter.

-General tuning

Beginning DXerswill belookingfor any interesting DX sta
tion to add to thelog, so the best approach isto employ the
techniqueof generd tuning, inwhichal sectionsof al of the
bandsarefair gameat any availabletimethat onehasfor ham
radio. Learning to usethismethodisparticularly important for
beginning DX ersinorder todeve opand honetheligening skills
that will beuseful inthefuturewhen, after working the most
reedily available DX, thepursuit becomesmoresdective. Here
isasmple, point-by-point description of thegenerd tuningtech-
naque

* Beginby switching your recelver to thebottom of thehigh-
est frequency HF band and quickly, but ddliberately tunefrom
thebottom (CW) tothetop (phone) portion of that band, switch-
ing among modesof interest (CW, RTTY, PSK, SSB) asap-
propriateto the segment of the band, looking for any sign of
activity. If youfind noneafter asweep, then gotothenext low-
es.

* Thehighest frequency band inwhichyou can hear any ac-
tivity will bethe maximum usablefrequency (MUF) and will
vary withthetime-of-day, time-of-year, and the solar activity
cycle Generdly, thismay beyour best bet for interesting DX.

* Oncethehighest frequency band isdetermined, beginto
dowly tuneup theband. If you enjoy multi-mode operation,
then start with CW, switchingto PSK/RTTY, and SSB asyou
progressthrough theband segments, liseningto- andtryingto
identify - each sation that you hear. Thereasonfor thisisnot
only tofindanew DX dationto contact, but soto observethe
propagation characterigtics. If you arechasing Estonia(prefix:
ES) for anew one, it would be very encouraging to hear a
dationinneighboringLavia(YL) or Lithuania(LY).

* Ligenfor sometell-talesignsof DX: wesk sgnd, sgnd
with polar flutter; accented speech; calsign of interest (or un-
recognized), station giving rapid Sgna reports, sation saying

“up”, orapileup.

* Moreabout modesof operationinthe Equipment chapter;
however, herearesomekey pointsfor tuning:

0 SSB modeisthe most commonly used; abandwidth filter
of 1.8- 2.4KHzisagood choice.

0 CW modeisthesecond most popular; abandwidth filter of
450- 600 Hz isrecommended; some experienced tunersuse
250Hz BW filters, and very experienced operatorsuse 100 Hz
orless

0AlthoughRTTY and PSK aretheleast used of theavailable
modesasthey requireadditiona equipment, connections, and
operationd skills, they should not be discounted asthey pro-
videan excellent gateway to agreat dedl of DX, usudly with
lesscompetitionthan theother modes.

* |f thenoiselevel seemshigh, reducethereceiver gain by
turning down the RF Gain control and/or inserting somefront-
end attenuation (Seenotesbe ow on “week Sgna reception”).

* After completing your “ pass’ over theband, you canether
beginagainor, if youdidn't hear any sgnasof interest onthat
band, then drop down to the next |owest availablefrequency
band. Just tuneand listen, tuneand ligten, ... successful DXingis
agameof PE.PS...

* Whileyou'retuning, you should d sobemonitoring thespots
onaDX Cluger.

Whenyou find something of interest, begin planning how to
makeacontact, thetechniquesfor whicharediscussedinthe
next chapter on“TheQSO”. That'sit! Smpleasit sounds, you
will findthat it doesrequireconsderable PE.PS.I. tobeagood
tuner.

- Selectivetuning

After you havebeen a the DXing gamefor awhile, youwill
(1) begintohaveabetter “fed” for whereandwhentofind DX,
(2) havealigt of “needs’ showing theentitiesthat you havenot
yet worked, and (3) will know of up-coming DX station opera-
tionsof interest to you. At this point, you may well become
moresdectiveinyour tuning. Whiletheactud techniqueisthe
sameasfor generd tuning, theway itisappliedisdifferent. The
modt frequent useof sdectivetuningiswheninformationisaval-
ableabout the operating habitsof agtation of interest. For ex-
ample, perhaps5V (Togo) isonyour “Needs’ ligt, but despite
al of your diligent tuning, youdtill havenot yet heard any Sations
thereyet. Thereason may well bethat thereareno activeres-
dent hams. However, you comeacrossanctein oneof theDX
bulletins about aV E operator who is expected to be active
therefor two weeks, beginning on 15 March. Theblurb aso
mentionsthat the operator expectsto concentrate on 20 meter
CW. Althoughthat isseverd monthsaway, youimmediately
makenoteof it onyour handy desk calendar, and continueyour
generd tuninguntil theday beforetheoperationistobegin. Then,
on 14 March, yougointoyour sdectivetuning mode:
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* Determinethelocal sunriseand sunset timesfor 5V (see
References) and convert that into your local time so that you
candefinitely plantobeat theradiothen. Thesegraylinetimes
arefrequently not only thebest propagationtimes, but areaso
typically themost reasonabletimesfor someoneon holiday to
operate - before breakfast and before dinner! A convenient
sourceof sunrise/sunset times (and beam headings) by prefixis
availableasafeatureof DX TelNet, thesoftware packagemen-
tioned abovethat allowsaccesstothe DX cluster network - a
“mug” for DXers.

*You should a so estimatethe optimal timesand MUFfor
propagati on between your location and 5V by using propaga
tion prediction software (see References, d o, seethe” Propa
gation” chapter for moreinfo on propagationand MUF). An
added benfit of propagetion softwareisthat it will usudly indi-
catethesunrise/aunset timesfor theentity of interest, dongwith
beam headingsfor short path and long pathif you happento
haveadirectiond antenna [Note: If thepredictionsindicatethat
few or nofrequencieswill beusable, don't bedeterred, aspre-
diction softwarearebased upon gatitica cal culationstheat pro-
videedtimatesof average propagationforamonth at atime. If
the predicted conditionsarenot found onagivenday, try again
thenext - on average, the predictionswill hold up! Also, try
tuningonadl of thebandsof interest - thesoftwareisonly aguide
andisfar from perfect!

* ook through your log for any contactsthat you may have
madewith stationslocated in entitiesnear 5V inorder to esti-
matethebest timeto expect good sgnals. Of course, differing
timesof year and solar conditions may make such estimates
highly variable, but you should makeuseevery bit of informa:
tionthat you cangather.

* Doa" Spot Search” for “5V” onthe DX cluster that you
use(youARE usingit, aren’t you???), or onthe DX Summit
webste Thismay turn up somespotsof previousactivity, giving
you someindication of thetimesof best propagati on between
5V and thegtation(s) posting the pot(s).

* Begintuning at the appointed time (of courseit doesn't hurt
tobeearly!), following the generd tuning procedure, but con-
centrating upon theband of frequenciesfor theexpected activ-
ity. If the operationisfrom ararelocation and your stationis
modest, itisespecially important to beearly, asvery oftenthe
firg few gationsto hear thebeginning activity will havetheees-
esttimeof workingtheDX gation beforethepileup beging

Depending upontheextent of theinformationthet onecollects
about aparticular DX station activity or theplansfor aforth-
coming DX pedition, sdectivetuning canbegpplied broadly (eg.,
over many bandsfor severad modes) or specificaly (eg., asngle
frequency, mode, and/or time). A notable case of thelatter oc-
curred when P5/4L4FN first becameactivefrom North Ko-
rea, acountry inwhich ham activity had alwaysbeen banned.
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After apair of very limited operationsby oneof theiconsof
DXing, Martti Laine, OH2BH, inwhich afew hundred con-
tactswere made asademondtration of amateur radio activity,
North Korea (P5) was officially added to the DXCCl it in
early 1995. The DXing community wasecdatic and anticipated
aneasement of redtrictionson hamradiofollowing thesesanc-
tioned demondrations. However, muchtoour collectivedisap-
pointment, thisdid not happen. Since PS5 had been officialy
added tothe DXCClig, that meant that anyonewho did not
work thelimited operation (most of theworld!) wasnow one
entity short of having“worked‘ emal”. Despitemany attempts
by other notable DX ersthrough theend of the decade of the
1990's, nofurther ham radio activity wasalowed. Then, in
November of 2000, without prior noticeor fanfare, astation
beganto operatewiththecalsgn PS5/4L4FN. Despitethefact
that many proclaimed thisto beapirate operation, the experi-
enced DXersknew to WFRWL! The operator, Ed, from the
Georgian Republic (4L), said that hewaswith theWorld Food
Programof the UN, and wasoperating from Pyongyangwitha
amadl transceiver and awireantenna. Heindicated that hewas
not aDXer; however, he soon began to respond more openly
totheincreas ng pileups, trying to accommodateasmany of the
clamoring DXersashecould. Initidly, theonly activity wason
28.475 MHz SSB between the hours of 2200 - 0200 UTC.
Although thefrequency of operation changedto 21.225 MHz
after afew months, and hed so broadened histimeof operation
toinclude0330- 0630 UTCand 1100- 1330 UTC, thetuning
forthisvery rare DX dationremained highly sdlective, generd-
ing hugepileupsof thousandsof gationscaling s multaneoudly.

Whentheoperationwasfindly approved for DXCC credit
inMarch, 2001, onecould dmost fed thehest of thejoy that
emanated from the DXing community! For many of TheDe-
sarving, it meant the Top of theHonor Roleét last!
- DX Nets

Apart fromtuning, thereisanother way inwhich someDX
sationsmay befound and contacted, and that isonaHF DX
Net operation. A typica HF DX Net meetsregularly a aspeci-
fiedtimeand frequency for the purpose of atracting bothloca
and DX dtationsto check in, giving each the opportunity to
work one ancther, and it may also provide some useful DX
information (seethe chapter on DX Info Sourcesfor accessto
DX net schedules). Note that there are both HF and VHF/
UHF DX Nets. The VHF/UHF DX netsareloca mesetings
usualy sponsored by DX Clubsto providealoca on-the-air
forumfor discusson of DXingandfor thedissemination of DX
news, whereasthe HF DX netshaveworldwide participation.
Inthischepter, discussonof netsandlistswill refer toHF DXing.

Theusud procedureonaHF DX netisfor theNet Control
Station (NCS) to begin the net with somebrief introduction,
gatement of purpose, andasummary of thenet protocol. Regu-



lar check-insarethentaken, either by rolecdl or areg, and then
theNCScdlsfor any DX stationsto check in. If thereareno
DX dations, the NCSmay proceed with someannouncements
or news, dlowingtimefor Sragglerstotuneintothenet. If there
areseverd DX check-ins, theNCSwill then ask whether any-
onewantstomakea“DX cdl”, andwill stand by totakedown
any gations, dongwiththeDX gationof their choice. Insome
instances, arelatively rare DX stationwill check into the net
creating apileup whenthe NCSasksif anyonewould liketo
makeacall. Insuch cases, theNCSwill resort totheList Op-
eration procedurediscussed under " pileups’ inthe chapter on
“TheContact”.

It must be mentioned that theuse of DX netstowork DX
doesnot meet with universa gpprovd dl DXers. Many DXers
fed that itisan un-sportsmanlike gpproach and should not be
used. Thereasonsgiven aremany; hereareafew of thecriti-
asms

* it hasn't anythingtodowith*red” DXing
* itisthelazy person’sway of working DX
* itissometimes(or: “often”, “adways’) used to chest at
DXing,i.e,
0 NCSrepeatsthe callsigns and reports, so stations
that cannot copy cantill log contacts
o gationscall NCS on telephone and get on thelist
when otherscannot
oNCSoften*“playsfavorites’ intaking lisssand/or as-
sgingwith contacts

Aswithany of themyriad human endeavors, someof these
critidamsareprobably vaidinsomecases however, itishighly
doubtful that thereisaDXer divetoday that hasnot partici-
pated in some form of “DX Net” protocol at sometime or
other in order to work aneeded station. Indeed, there have
been severd occasonsinwhichareatively rareDX station
preferred to operatesoldy on DX Netsand could only befound
there. Thisisusudly duetoacombination of factors aninexpe-
rienced operator inahigh-demand DX locationwho may not
haveavery good command of English, thedefacto universa
languageof hamradio. BeingaDX dation, epecidly inarare
location, isnot for thetimid! Itispatently unfair for anyonewho
hasnot been* ontheother sde’ of aDX pileuptocriticizea
novice DX operator for usngtheassstanceof aDX Net. Itis
asounfairtosuggest that al DX Net activitiesarebogusor
otherwise unacceptable. DXing, asafacet of hamradio, isa
hobby. Asinany hobby, the satisfaction provided isapersona
thing that isto bejudged by theindividua and not thegroup.
Therefore, thosewho enjoy the DX contactsafforded by DX
Netsshould bealowed to do sowithout rudecommentary by
others.

A find wordon DX Netsmust includethiscavest: thenum-
ber of DX entitiesthat one can work in thismanner isvery

limitedin comparisonto themethodsof tuning that havebeen
discussed. Whileyou should certainly fed freetolearn about
andexploretheavallable DX Nets, do not do so at theexpense
of developing your complete DX skilld

- Weak Signal Reception

Often, thesignal of most interest will beweak and“inthe
noise’. Hereareafew tipsonweak signa receptionfor im-
provingtheSgnd-to-noiseratio:

* |f usngabeam, try different headings, including long-
path.

* If avallable, try different antennasfor receive- somemay
belessproneto noisethan others.

* Try different filter bandwidths; usudly narrow isbetter,
but experiment! (SSB: 1.7-2.4KHz; CW: 50-300Hz)

* Decreasetherecever RF gaintoreducenoiseamplifica-
tionand compensateby turning uptheAudiogain(if thenoiseis
low enough, theear-brain detector syssem may beableto bet-
ter percaivethesgnd):

0 Reducethe RF gain control setting
o Turn off RF preamp
0 Insert 6-18db of front-end attenuation

* Switch theAutomatic Gain Control (AGC) to Fast (pre-
ferred default for DXing), or turnit off.

If dl of thisfailstoimprovethereception of thesgnd that you
know itisaDX gationyou need, thenjust wait and keepligen-
ing, becauseconditionsvery oftenfluctuatesgnificantly intime,
andthesignd strength may build up enoughfor youto hear. Be
ready to giveacal and makethe contact quickly, asimproved
conditionsmay lagt just for aminuteor two, or evenonly afew
secondd!

- Onemoreword about Signal Reception

If you operate on CW, you undoubtedly noticed that you can
changethetond pitchof thereceived Sgndsby usngthe” Ritch”
control ontherecaver, or by dightly changingthefrequency. In
the Equipment chapter, wewill discussRecelver capabilities,
suchassengtivity and selectivity, thet areimportant for DXers,
but perhapsthisisagood point to mention another aspect of
Sgnd detectionthat comesto play whenwearetuning. Itisthat
each person’shearing may bedifferent, dthoughwerardly ap-
preciatethisduring norma everyday conversation. However,
our aurd sengtivity and sdectivity cgpabilitiesaremoreof an
issuewhenwearetuningfor CW sgnds, and epecidly when
wearesearchingforwesk sgnd DX! Inlate2006, Eric, K3NA,
posted aninteresting comment onthe Topband reflector inre-
gard to adjustment of CW pitch, that led meto draw there-
calver andogiesbe ow. (Seedsohissubsequent 2-part article,
“Canl Hear YouNow?AdjustingtheReceiver AudioChain”,
inthe Nov/Dec 2006 and Jan/Feb 2007 issues of theNationd
Contest Journd - www.ngjweb.comV; dso check Eric’ swebdgte
atwww.k3na.org/ for afuture posting of thearticle).
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Weknow that our hearing abilitiesresult fromtheear-brain
system. Much likethespecification of recever cgpabilities, we
can aso categorizethekey aspectsof our human hearing sys-
tem. Here are threethat DX ers may want to consider more
closdly (Note- thetermsin parenthesesarethose usedin audi-
dogy):

* Tone sengtivity (pitch detection) istheability to hear a
particular tond frequency. Asmultipletond frequenciesmixin
theear and/or tonefrequency changes, it takestheear-brain
system someperiod of time (afew tond cycles) toprocessand
interpret thechange. Differenceinthiscapability may beimpor-
tant in copying CW, whereoneistrying to processtonesthat
may befadingwhilebeingturned or/off farly rgpidly.

* Tonesdectivity (pitchdiscrimination) istheability todis-
criminatebetweendifferent tond frequencies Generdly, wecan
differentiate betweenlower frequency tonesmoreeasly than
between higher frequency tones, and thereisusudly arange
(band) of tona frequenciesover whichthisdiscrimination ca-
pability isoptimd.

* Tonebl ocking (tonemasking) isthephenomenoninwhich
loud tones can obstruct the ear-brain ability to detect adjacent
higher-frequency tonesof lower amplitude. Reported by AT& T
scientistsin 1924 (“ TheAuditory Masking of OnePure Tone
by Another and its Probable Relation to the Dynamicsof the
Inner Ear”. Wegd RL, Lane CE. Phys. Rev. (23): 266-285,
1924), they found thet "Whenthemasking toneisloudit masks
tonesof higher frequency better thanthose of frequency lower
thenitsdf.”

Fromthis, wecan draw theseconclusions. (i) thereisaband
of tond frequenciesthat areoptimaly perceptibletoeach of us;
(i) if wesd ect thelowest tond frequency withinthisbandthet
wecanreadily hear (detect), it may bethebest for CW tuning,
asitwill bemost readily heard and suffer theleast amount of
blocking by nearby loud higher-frequency tones.

Usudly, most of uswill just defer to themanufacturer'sde-
fault settingsfor the pitch of aCW signal whenthereceiver
bandpassis centered on the desired signd, and that toneis
generdly 900 - 1,000 Hz. However, thismay not bethe best
setting for reception under difficult conditions. How doesone

DX News

PACIFICTOUR. Just areminder that Chris, DO7AG is
expected to bein the South Pacific with hisfamily between
November and January. He plansto be active as5W1QX
from Western Samoaand A 31CE from Tonga. Activity will
only be on 40 and 20 meters (this is due to the type of
license he has). Compl ete dates of activation havenot been
announced yet. Belistening.
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determinewhichtond frequenciesarebest? Persond prefer-
enceand experienceusudly providesapretty accurate sdec-
tion process, but if youwant to approachit moreandyticaly,
the*Hearing& SpeechLab” attheUniversty of Cdiforniaat
Irvinehasaredly interesting onlinetest at www.ucihs.udi.edu/
hesp. Giveitatry ...itmay hepyoutowork thet redlly rareone
someday!

Thanksto Eric Scace, K3NA, for hiscommentsandinfofor
thissection.

-WHEN should | do General Tuning?

Theanswer tothisquestionisvery smple: asdefromdl of
theissuesof propagation and/or prior information, the* best
time’ totuneisany timethat you haveafew minutes! Local
sunriseand sunset can often provide good propagetion condi-
tions, sotheseshould beprimetimesonyour list. For themost
likely bandsand times, review the band-characteristicssum-
mary above, aong with the chapter on Propagetion, thenbegin
tolearnabout your loca propagation conditionsasafunction
of thephase of the Solar cycle.

Asarule, makeit ahabit to try to tunefor awhile before
leaving homeinthemorning, or during lunch breek if you're
lucky enoughto behomefor lunch, or beforeand after dinner
intheearly evening, andfindly just beforebedtime. Beginon
thehighest frequency band for whichyou canhear any sgnds,
workingyour way downthroughthelower frequency bands. If
you'redlill unfamiliar withthecheracteridicsof thevariousbands,
review the chapter on“RF Propagation”, and takeal ook at
theinfo posted onthe DX 101 website below. Asnoted be-
fore, theearly morning/eveningtimeswithinyour graylineusu-
dly provideopportunepropagation conditions, not only by short
path, but dso frequently by long path. Remember that even 15
minutesof tuning at pesk propagationtimescan often bevery
productive, onceyoulearn how todoit.

Planonoccas ondly tuning during lateevening-early morning
hours, especidly onthe40, 80, & 160m bands. For DXersin
NorthAmerica, lateeveningscorrespondtodawnintheMiddle
Eadt, Europe, and Africa, whileearly morningscover timesof
aunsstinthefar-Pecific, Ada andAudrdia Whenever youare
tuning, wayskespinmindwhat timeof theday itisinthefar-
reachesof the DX world!

Findly, whenyoubegintostak particular DX stations, you
will want to usethe propagati on predi ction software described
aboveto provideaguidefor tuning times. Whentuningfor a
particular sation (or location), determinethetimesof theloca
un-rise/set there, asthesecan d so be prime propagationtimes
fromthat |ocation. For the path between your location and any
specified DX CC entity, thistypeof softwarewill estimateopti-
mal timesand frequencies, depending upontheleve of solar
activity onthedaysof interet.

Next month...The QSO



December 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
9:00 p SELA/Coast 7:00 p JARC Qpen 7:00 p DDXA Holiday
Guard House Party
Auxiliary Net 8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
6 / 8 9 10 11 12
9:00 p SELA/Coast | 7:00 p WARC 7:00 p JARC Qpen
Guard General House
Auxiliary Net Meeting at 7:30 p JARC Board
Picadilly's on Meeting
Lapalco 8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
11:00 a JARC 9:00 p SELA/Coast 7.00 p JARC Open
Christmas Guard House
Party Auxiliary Net 8:00 p WARC Net
146.94
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:00 p SELA/Coast 8:00 p WARC Net
Guard 146.94
Auxiliary Net
27 28 30 31 1 2
9:00 p SELA/Coast 8:00 p WARC Net
Guard 146.94
Auxiliary Net
JEFFERSON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ® APPLICATION FOR M EMBERSHIP ® PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.
Name Cdlggn Areasof interest:
Address
City, State, Zip Occupation
LicenseClass Spouse’'sName E-mail address
Home Phone Work Phone Ever beenissuedaNaticeof Apparent Lidhility?Yes  No

Membership Desired: Full ($36) Family ($18) Associate ($36) Student ($18)

Family membershipisfull membership plus$18 for each addiitional up to amaximum of $72. Attach aseparate gpplication for each family member.
Do you wishto not discloseyour contact information with other membersof theclub?Yes  No__

Signature

Date

Sponsor Date

Please enclose duesand mail to: JARC, P.O. Box 73665, M etairie, LA 70033
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New Antenna’s Coming Online

With the contest season
upon us the JARC will be
continuing to improve it's
antennasystem. Wewill be
adding aSteppl R 3 element
yagi (atrightisoneusedin
Antarctica during 75 mph
winds) and 2 element

homebrew 40 meter yagi
(likeshown below) tothetop
of themaintower. Wehope
to have this system up and
running within the next 3-4
weeks. Weareawaiting the
delivery of someof the parts
to completethe construction

of these
antenna’s.

If you would
liketo helpwith
theingalaionof
theseantenna’s,
| pleasenctify one
your Board
membersat their
numbers listed
below.

DXCC NEWS.........

Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL Awards Branch Manager, re-
portsthat thefollowing operation isapproved for DXCC
credit: YI9TM - Iraqg; Current Operation

701YGF REMINDER. Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL
Awards Branch Manager, states: “Thisisareminder that
freeupdatefor 701Y GF Yemen cardswill expireon De-
cember 31, 2009. Starting January 1, 2010 normal submis-
sonfeeswill apply. If you are planning to submit an update
for thisoperation | strongly recommend that you do not wait
for thelast minute asmail around the holiday seasonisvery
heavy and delays can occur. All DXCC needsisthe card
and SASE, or,inLoTW doangpplicationwithjust 701Y GF
and remember to sel ect payment by mail on Part four and
leave the paper QSO number at zero on Part two.”

The JARC has a NEW
Yaesu G-800SA rotator for
sale for $300.00 OBO.
Contact Keith,
W5KB for more
informetion.

VE Corner

TheJARC offers2VE Testing opportunities
availablein next 30 days.

Withincreased interest in amateur radio, and aneed for
moreopportunitiesfor upgradeand new licensing, theJARC
VECwill begintesting once per month. Thefirst sessonwill
be Monday evening, November 23, at 7:00 PM at the JARC
facility intheWally Pontiff Playground. Thesecondwill be
Saturday, December 12, at 9:00AM at theclub.

TheJARCwill continuewith offering aweeknight sesson,
onthethird Monday of every odd numbered month, and a
weekend session on the second Saturday of even months.
Holidaysof coursewill supercede any testing sessonsand
some may berescheduled dueto Hamfeststhat arein the
region onthesamedays. Testing feescontinueto be$14.00
and typical proof viaacopy of your license or CSCE as
well and apicture ID isrequired. Any questions can be
asked by sending an email towbgad vec at wogad.org.

JARC Board Of Directors 2009

Presdent: Keith W5KB 289-1504
VicePresdent: Dave KES5BMS 812-5482
Secretary: May WBSIOE — 885-8667
Tressurer: Dick W5RMX — 888-2878
AtLarge 1VYear #1: Rafad WS5SBAI 208-0858
#2: Don  WA5W 455-4448
#3: Johnny N5AZA  889-0101

2Year #1: dJm KB5MFP

#2: Josh KD5PCR

#3: Bob  AE5RN

All phone numbersusethe 504 areacode.

261-8963
393-1075




